
Susana "Shoshana" Kaufman
September 30, 1940 - May 31, 2026

Susana “Shoshana” Kaufman passed away on May 31, 2026 at age 85 after a
long battle with Scleroderma. A self-taught painter and sculptor, Susana was
born in Buenos Aires, Argentina on Sept. 30, 1940 to Shlomo and Adela
Cialic, the eldest of their three children. In 1958, at age 18, Susana
immigrated to Israel with her parents and most of her family from Argentina.
Soon after moving to Israel she met her husband Enrique Kaufman (1934-
2010), a fellow Buenos Aires native who had also recently immigrated to
Israel. 

She became an immigrant a second time when in 1968 Shoshana and
Enrique moved to the United States in order for Enrique to pursue his career
as a psychiatrist. One of the biggest challenges of Shoshana’s life was being
away from her tight-knit family in Israel. She made up for it by creating her
own community of Argentinian, Israeli and Cincinnati friends who became
their extended family. These honorary kin would gather at the Kaufman home,
often on Jewish holidays and other life events, speaking a mixture of English,
Hebrew and Spanish, while enjoying Shoshana’s restaurant-quality cuisine. 

 

Shoshana Kaufman was, among other things, an exquisite sculptor. She
would take a raw piece marble, granite or wood and chip away, polish and
polish it until she converted the stone into her precise vision. Not only was she
tough as marble, but she treated life in the same way she sculpted. She had a



vision and she chipped away until that vision became a reality. Shoshana was
a balabusta and CEO of the Kaufman enterprise. She loved her family and
friends with ferocity and took her job as family matriarch with equal dedication
and drive. Her sculptures are prized possessions in the homes of friends and
family around the country and the world, serving as a permanent reminder of
her artistic brilliance. 

While caring for her three children, and in particular caring for her son Ehud (
Udi) who suffered from significant developmental delays, she went back to
school and earned a Bachelor of Arts and later a Masters in Art from the
University of Cincinnati. In addition to her tireless devotion to her family,
Shoshana was an advocate for people with disabilities, helping to co-found
and co-fund, along with Enrique, the Halom House in 1985, a community-
based residential home for adults with developmental disabilities. 

A world traveler and art collector, Susana spent her final years in her favorite
place: her apartment at the Regency, where she was surrounded by her
sculptures, paintings, and treasures collected from around the world. She also
loved gazing at her Aura digital picture frame for hours every day, smiling and
bragging to anyone who would listen about her beautiful family and the
amazing life she lived. She is survived by son Oran and daughter-in-law
Danielle Barshak, as well as son Gil and daughter-in-law Stephanie Kaufman
(Wesling) and four grandchildren, Shira, Gabriel, Emmett and Grace, as well
as many beloved family members in Israel. 
Graveside services Tuesday, June 2, 1:00 PM at Adath Israel Cemetery, 1661
Sunset Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45238. Shiva will be observed Tuesday
evening only with a Minyan service at 6:30 PM at her residence at The
Regency, 2444 Madison Road, #507, Cincinnati, Ohio 45208.



Cemetery Details

Adath Israel Cemetery

1661 Sunset Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45238

Previous Events

Graveside Service

JUN 2. 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM (ET)

Adath Israel Cemetery
1661 Sunset Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45238

Shiva

JUN 2. 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM (ET)

Susana Kaufman Residence
2444 Madison Road #507
Cincinnati, OH 45208
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Irene J. - June 03 at 05:55 PM

Irene J. purchased a sympathy card for the family of
Susana "Shoshana" Kaufman.

Rae Covington - June 03 at 08:44 AM

In my short time working with Ms. Kaufman, she was a delight and a
very beautiful woman. Very sweet and kind. She will be missed.
Thank you for allowing me to take care of her.

Kenny Essig - June 03 at 06:29 AM

I remember Mrs Kaufman as one of the moms who was always
there, along with my mom. Always involved, always caring Always
there. 
I know Oran and his family were so very fortunate to have her in
their lives. I had no idea she was an accomplished sculptor as well.
—All the attention was always directed at the kids
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Silvina Rennella - June 02 at 08:16 PM

To Oran and Danielle Barshak, as well as Gil, Stephanie Kaufman,
and family: I had the honor of meeting your mom through my Aunt
Bimba Amongero, and I know just how close they were. I had the
opportunity to hear many stories about their journey whenever they
got together—and how those memories kept them such close
friends. You are in my thoughts and prayers; I hope you know and
feel just how deeply Susana was loved and how much she will be
missed. 

 Sincerely, Silvina Rennella Smith.

Tammie Carter - June 02 at 10:54 AM

To Oron, Gil and family, I’ve not had the opportunity to meet either
of you but i’ve heard a lot about you from my mom (Glynda) and
through photos and stories shared by your mother when I had the
pleasure of meeting and visiting with her on a few occasions while
in Cincinnati. She was a lovely lady and we shared a love for art,
and design. Even in her fragile state she had a zest for life and a
keen interest in other people. She and my mom formed a special
friendship, I remember how we laughed when she referred to
Glynda as “The General”. She will be missed. 
 
We thank God for your beloved mother whose love, wisdom, and
presence touched so many. May her memory continue to be a
source of blessing and inspiration to her family and all that knew
her. 

  
I pray that God grants you all comfort, strength, and peace as you
mourn. May you find solace in cherished memories, in love that
remains, and in the enduring presence of God.
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Glynda Benn - June 01 at 09:18 PM

It was a Pleasure taking care of you for the Past 4 years. We truly
shared a lot of Fun Filled days of Going Shopping JJill Days.
Especially getting your hair done every Friday and Nails done. It
was hard for you to slow down a true Challenge, you handled it well.
I will truly miss you Lady Love


