
Bernard L. Koff
March 24, 1927 - November 2, 2021

Bernard L. Koff, 94, of Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, passed away on
November 2, 2021. Ben was born in Huntington, Long Island, New York on
March 24, 1927. Ben received a B.S. degree in Mechanical Engineering from
Clarkson University, an M.S. degree in Mechanical Engineering from New
York State University and an Honorary Doctor of Science from Clarkson
University. Ben married Sonia Gordon on March 30, 1952, and they were
happily married for 57 years. 

 

Ben was a pioneer whose leadership in the gas turbine industry for 60 years
produced a host of innovative breakthroughs in design and development. With
General Electric and Pratt & Whitney, from which he retired as Executive Vice
President of Engineering and Technology, his contributions impacted the
design and development of over half of all jet engines flying. His patents and
highly regarded technical papers cover the entire spectrum of jet engine
design and manufacturing technology. 

 

The score of honors and awards Ben received are among the highest that his
industry can bestow and include the ASME/AIAA/SAE Daniel Guggenheim
Medal, Air Force Association Theodore von Karman Award, AIAA Reed
Aeronautics Award, AIAA Air Breathing Propulsion Award, AIAA Engineer of
the Year, AIAA & SAE Littlewood Lecture Award, ASME Tom Sawyer Award,
SAE Franklin Kolk Award, SAE Garrett Turbomachinery Award, the GE Perry



Egbert Award and the P&W George Mead Medal. 
 

Ben also was awarded positions of Fellow and Honorary Member of the
ASME, Fellow of both the AIAA and SAE and member of the National
Academy of Engineering. Speaking about Ben, the late Mr. Ben Rich, former
President of Lockheed Skunk Works said: "Ben Koff is without question the
most outstanding gas turbine jet engine designer since the inventors Whittle
and von Ohain created jet propulsion." 

 

Ben stayed active his entire life mentoring his entire family in the hobbies he
loved, including, shotgun shooting, precision rifle and pistol shooting, ballroom
dancing, tennis, bicycling, motorcycling, making and flying model airplanes,
and carrying out general repairs. 

 

Ben is survived by his children, Cheryl Bernstein, Steven Koff and Laurie Troy,
his grandchildren, Daniel Bernstein, William Bernstein, Andrew Koff, Ana Koff,
Jordan Troy and Alex Troy, and his great grandchildren, Levi Bernstein, Belle
Bernstein and Solomon Bernstein. 

 

Funeral service and burial were held on Friday, November 5 in Palm Beach
Gardens, Florida. 

 

Shiva services will be held at 7:00 pm on Sunday 11/7, Tuesday 11/9,
Wednesday 11/10, and Thursday 11/11 at Cheryl and David Bernstein's
Residence, 8975 Canyon Ridge Ln., Cincinnati, Ohio 45249. A Shiva service
will be held via Zoom on Monday 11/8 at 7:00 pm (https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
88166327276?pwd=eStzWVlkVTZLUFJCY2c2b1lxcG5CUT09 Meeting ID:
881 6632 7276, Passcode: 466364). In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
to Hadassah (https://www.hadassah.org/) or Trustbridge Hospice Care (http
s://trustbridge.com/) would be appreciated.
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Lisa Eisenstein - November 07, 2021 at 03:04 PM

We are so sorry for your loss, Cheryl. May your father Rest In
Peace and May His Memory Be A Blessing. Love, Lisa and David
Eisenstein


